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This is from 1997 but is a timely reminder in 
our current circumstances: I ran across a tract 
the other day entitled, “Easter Lasts Forever.” 
Easter lasts forever! Isn’t that what we believe? 
This life is not always pleasant. In fact it can 
deal us some harsh blows — death, loss of job, 
divorce, war, rejection, financial difficulties, and 
the list goes on and on until it seems like Good 
Friday every day. “My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?” But the believer in Christ 
looks forward. Yes, it may be Friday, but 
Sunday is coming! This is our eternal hope. 
The world may seem to be falling apart, but 
Jesus still reigns. His resurrection proves that 
he has conquered sin, death and the devil. It 
guarantees that those who have died in faith 
will be raised and will live forever with Jesus 
and all believers in heaven. When that is 
considered, all of our problems of this world 
pale in comparison to the glory to come. Yes, 
Easter lasts forever!                     —John Merrill 

 
 

 
 

We look forward to the time when we can meet 
together again. In the meantime, we hope you 
are taking advantage of the opportunity to visit 
via scheduled Zoom meetings, that you have 
found online church services that give you an 
opportunity to worship, and that you are calling 
to check on others. 
 

The church office is currently open Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays from 9:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. Please call the office, Pastor Donnie, 
or another church member if you have 
concerns that the church can help you with. 
 

 
 
 
 Financial Report: 

Year-to-Date Offerings: $31,830.04 
Year-to-Date Expenses: $28,045.67 
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A Prayer in a Time of Coronavirus 
 
Heavenly Father, we acknowledge our 
dependence upon you. This virus has 
reminded us of our frailty. We have subdued 
much of the earth with our innovation and 
creative acts, but we are reminded in this 
moment how frail and powerless we really are. 
So we repent of our self-sufficiency and hubris. 
 
Lord, we lament the fallen nature of our world, 
which mars the beauty of your created order. 
COVID-19 comes to steal and destroy, to worm 
its way through human bodies and spread its 
vile sickness across communities and nations 
and the world. We, like your Son, weep and 
rage at sickness and death. And yet we know 
that it was Jesus whose death and resurrection 
defeated this final foe. We long for the day you 
resurrect our bodies and restore the world. 
 
As we endure this new normal in our lives, we 
pray earnestly for the heroic medical doctors, 
nurses, and health care professionals who are 
putting their lives on the line for their 
neighbors. May you give them strength and 
physical immunity during this time, so they can 
help push back against this ravaging virus. 
 
We pray for the scientists, disease experts, 
and epidemiologists who are working feverishly 
on vaccines and testing mechanisms. Lord, we 
thank you for gifting them with knowledge and 
wisdom we don’t have. We pray for their 
endurance, for breakthroughs, and for 
resources. 
 
Lord, you are the Great Physician, so we pray 
for healing for the victims of COVID-19. Lord, 
you are the Creator, with power over the 
creation, so we pray for COVID-19 to be 
destroyed. Spirit of God, you are the  
 
 
 
 

Comforter, so please comfort our troubled 
souls. 
 
Dear God, move in the hearts of our public 
officials. As you have instructed us in your 
Word, we earnestly beseech you on behalf of 
our president, Congress, governors, mayors, 
and local officials. We pray you guide them 
with wisdom and strength and discernment. 
 
We also pray for the people in our nation and 
the nations of the world to be humbled and turn 
to you in repentance and faith. We know you 
are the Prince of peace, Lord of lords, the King 
of kings. We praise you for your goodness and 
your mercy. And we ask this all in the name of 
Jesus, our Lord.  
 
Amen. 

Daniel Darling 
https://erlc.com/resource-library/articles/a-prayer-in-

a-time-of-coronavirus 
 

 

Donnie has been sending notes of encouragement and how we can connect with each other during 
these trying circumstances. If you do not receive these emails, please visit GCBC.ws  and click on 
Pastor’s Notes  in the menu. The notes from March 27 have links to some live services from other 
churches that are available online to still experience God’s message while at home. 


